
Attachment H 
 

Format for the Dissertation Proposal 
  
All Ph.D. students in the Cellular and Structural Biology Graduate Program are required to write and 
defend a Dissertation Proposal.  The dissertation proposal should be  written in the format of an NIH-
postdoctoral grant application (NIH form PHS 416-1; Rev 10/2005 
http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/416/phs416.htm) having a limit of 10 single-spaced pages (not less 
than 11 point) to describe Specific Aims & Hypothesis, Background & Significance, Research Design, 
Methods & Expected Results (including figures and tables).  The section on Literature Citations is not 
included in the 10 page limit, but it should not exceed two pages.  The specifics of the Dissertation 
Proposal will be determined by the track.  
 
Note: The format for the written part of the Qualifying Examination and the Dissertation Proposal 
are identical, however there can be no overlap in topics.   

http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/416/phs416.htm


 

Format for the Thesis Proposal 

All M.S. students in the Cellular and Structural Biology Graduate Program are required to write and 
defend a Thesis Proposal.  The thesis proposal should be written in the format of an NIH-postdoctoral 
grant application (NIH form PHS 416-1; Rev 10/2005 
http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/416/phs416.htm)  with 5-10 single-spaced pages (not less than 11 
point) to describe Specific Aims & Hypothesis, Background & Significance, Research Design, Methods 
& Expected Results (including figures and tables).  The section on Literature Citations is not included in 
the 5-10 page limit, but it should not exceed two pages.   

http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/416/phs416.htm

