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A. Positions and Honors 
 
Employment 
2001-2005 Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Infectious Diseases, St. Jude Children’s Research 

Hospital, Memphis, TN 
2005-present Assistant Professor, Department of Microbiology & Immunology, University of Texas Health 

Science Center at San Antonio, TX 
 
Professional Memberships 
2006-present Member, Barshop Institute for Longevity and Aging Studies 
 
Honors 
1998 Texas Space Grant Consortium Winter Scholar 
1998-1999 Texas Space Grant Consortium Graduate Fellowship 
1998-2001 Science Foundation Minority Graduate Fellowship 
1999 McLaughlin Travel Award 
1999 Christina Fleischmann Award  
2000-2001 Texas Space Grant Consortium Graduate Fellowship 
2002-2003 Jeane B. Kempner Scholar  
2007 Barshop Institute for Longevity and Aging Studies Annual Summer Training Course Training 

Award 
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C. Research Support 
 
Completed Research Support 
 
[Orihuela (PI)]   7/01/2006-6/30/2007 
Barshop Institute / Nathan Shock Center for Excellence in the Biology of Aging Pilot Grant 
Age-associated inflammation contributes to the susceptibility of the elderly to pneumococcal disease 
 
Determine if caloric restriction, IL-10 therapy, aspirin decreases the susceptibility of elderly mice to 
pneumococcal infection.  



 
[Orihuela (PI)]   11/01/2005-10/31/2006 
Executive Research Committee (ERC) Research Fund 
PtpA and PtpB mediated secretion of pneumolysin in Streptococcus pneumoniae 
 
To determine if the protein PtpAB are involved in pneumolysin transport and S. pneumoniae survival in serum. 
 
5 R01 AI27913-14 [Tuomanen (PI)]  02/01/2000-01/31/2005 
NIAID 
Bioactivities of Pneumococcal Cell Wall in Meningitis 
 

Design of agents which can act as partner drugs with antibiotics to selectively control the injurious components 
of the host defense response. 
 
Jeane B. Kempner Scholar [Orihuela (PI)]  07/01/2002-6/30/2003 
University of Texas Medical Branch 
Pathogenesis of the Pneumococcus in Sickle Cell Disease 
 

To elucidate the mechanism(s) of enhanced susceptibility of children with sickle cell disease and suggest 
avenues of intervention. 


