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our 

 Trainee = Graduate Student + Postdoctoral Fellows

 Health Care and Bioscience 

 Enter training focused on an academic career

 Unaware of diverse options available to them

 Trainees can become Overwhelmed



Challenges 

career guidance Trainees











1. All PhDs want to be academics

2. A PhD can only prepare you 

for a job in the Academy

MOST Common 

Misconceptions



Two Common

WRONG Assumptions

2. A PhD can only prepare you 
for a job in the Academy



Not all PhDs want to be Academics

Maybe THEN but Not NOW

Data from NSF
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1. All PhDs want to be academics

2. A PhD can only prepare you 

for a job in the Academy

Two Common

WRONG Assumptions



Two Common

WRONG Assumptions



Prep Jobs

US Census Bureau



Transferable       skills

PhD

 Writing

–

–

 Communication

–

 Leadership

–



Career Development

Trainees
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3 types of 

1. The Optimized Observer

2. The Midway Modifier

3. The Conclusion Changer
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My IDP
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http://myidp.sciencecareers.org
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My IDP

http://myidp.sciencecareers.org
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Example Job Description

ORANGE: Trainee usually highlights
YELLOW: Transferable Skills



Tailored Resume



Summary of Qualifications
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Typical Sections on a CV
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Typical sections on a resume
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(Do PhDs have these?)



Before – CV Style

(used with permission: University of Pennsylvania Career Services)



After – Resume Style







(used with permission: University of Pennsylvania Career Services)
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